PEACE, ARMS CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT

(PCS 812) CHs: 3.0

1. Course objectives: Arms control and disarmament issues continue to
engage the world’s attention because the maintenance of global peace and order is
also dependent on these two important issues. Both India and Pakistan came under
international spotlight and faced sanctions after becoming nuclear powers in 1998. In
addition, the international non-proliferation lobby’s concerns about nuclear issues
with Iran and North Korea still dominate the headlines. The UN and its agencies
such as the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and the Conference on
Disarmament (CD) are in the forefront of the international campaign on arms control
and disarmament. In present time, more than ever before, the knowledge of these
issues and related events has become essential for analysis of their impacts on
international security. This course aims to provide student with knowledge of issues
relevant to the arms control and disarmament field as it exists today. Students will
receive substantive information on the key disarmament subjects currently facing the

international community.

2. Outcomes: Students should be able to

a. Demonstrate the knowledge of concepts, definitions & objectives
underpinning the international/regional processes on arms limitation &
analyze disarmament processes and their effects on international
peace & security; and

b. Explain the contemporary trends in arms control, disarmament,

international peace and security.

3. Course Contents. The unit will be divided into four core sections:
a. With regard to its scope, the course will be divided into the following
sections: Pre-Cold War era; Cold War; and Post- Cold War era.
b. The first section will deal with the central ideas underpinning the

debate on arms control, disarmament and international peace and
security.

C. Section two will focus on the theory and the traditional practice of arms
control and disarmament in the period in two specific contexts: first,

the multilateral global debate which occurred within the League of



Nations and its successor international organization, the UNO; and
second, the bilateral forum established by the United States and the
former Soviet Union to negotiate nuclear arms control measures.

d. The third section of the course will analyze both the impact of the
ending of the East-West Cold War on the arms control and
disarmament debate and the direction that practical measures
have taken since that fundamental development.

e. Finally, the fourth section will address the question of regionalism
versus globalism and consider the arms control and disarmament
debate in regional contexts such as the Middle East, South Asia and
Northeast Asia. These regional issues will then be considered in the
context of global arms control, disarmament and security

arrangements.

4, Teaching Requirements

This unit will enable students to critically evaluate the key debates and issues at the
forefront of the study of arms control, disarmament and international security through
combination of lectures, seminars and private study students will develop an
understanding of both historical and contemporary developments related to this
subject matter. Students will also develop the ability: to evaluate course materials;
present a case or argument orally; lead group discussion; apply conceptual tools to
empirical data; and write a scholarly analysis.

S. Assessment

The students will be assessed through quiz tests, presentations and an end of term
test. The three hour test will consist of five questions from which students will be

required to answer two questions.
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